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NDAAA UPDATE 
by Cindy Schreiber-Beck. NDAAA 

Safety First 
When recently questioned by a news reporter from the Grand Forks Herald about the num

ber of accidents involving agricultural aircraft, I took the opportunity to talk around the 
question, hopefully giving him and the readers some insight into the "big" picture. Yes, 
there have been a number of incidents and accidents this season but are the numbers truly 
up if you look at the statistics? The numbers of hours already put in this season probably 
equal two ordinary seasons or more - so yes, in a measurement of time, the numbers are 
greater, but one should look at the hours flown or acres sprayed to get an accurate picture. 

When prodded by the reporter to say that pilot fatigue (a catch-all phrase to me) was to 
blame for the accidents, I responded that I had not viewed any of the investigation reports 
and would not rule out mechanical problems. I agreed that his has been a tough season 
due to the wet conditions but the demands put on the pilots by the growers to get the 
spraying done and the lack of suitable weather in which to spray, probably interplayed 
more than pilot fatigue. I related that the industry is either feast or famine - in the dry years 
the growers forget to patronize the aerial applicators but in the wet years there are not 
enough pilots and airplanes to get the spraying done nor can an operator (and the local 
banker) afford to invest in a fleet of aircraft and pilots to wait for the wet years. 

I could not provide any magic answers to the questions asked, but attempted to provide 
some information and cite how important the industry is to agriculture - not only in the 
wet years. Along those lines, the Association wishes a speedy recovery to those who have 
been injured in an accident this season. I know many thoughts are with you. And to those 
flying, please take the extra time and caution necessary to make each and every load a safe 
one. 
On The National Scene 

The Professional Aerial Applicators Support System (PAASS) Program will be available 
to state/regional associations. Dr. Jerry Cockrell was recently hired as the lead instructor 
and will be available for presentations. The objective of PAASS is to reduce aircraft acci
dents and drift incidents by enhancing pilot decision-making skills. Dr. Cockrell will be 
presenting a portion of the PAASS Program at the 1999 recertification program in North 
Dakota. 

NAAA members are urged to write: Dr. Floyd A. Horn, at the USDA-REE-ARS-SPA-OD 
at 7607 Eastrnark Drive, Suite 230, College Station, Texas 77840, in regard to the decision to 
dramatically reduce support for the aerial application research program at the Southern 
Crop Research Laboratory at College Station, Texas. The ARS was placing personnel and 
funding currently committed to the aerial application program into a new entomology
based research effort focused on biological and biologically based technologies utilized in 
Integrated Pest Management and area-wide pest management strategies. The ARS action 
is expected to eliminate all aerial application research at College Station. Further informa
tion is available by contacting the NAAA office of the NDAAA office at 701-642-5777. 

The NAAA National Convention and Exposition is scheduled for December 7-10,1998 
at the Tropicana Hotel in Las Vegas. 

A new brochure, titled, "Why? Because ... " is now available from the NAAA. Kristin 
Snow and the Education and Public Relations Committee took the lead in the development 
of this eight-page, four-color brochure suitable for the general public. 

"We're on the Web ... www.ndac.org" 

FAA Issues Speed 
Restridions on Early 
Model Bonanzas 

The FAA has issued an Airworthiness Di
rective restricting early model V-tail Bonan
zas to a 144 mph "never exceed" speed be
cause of the possibility of in-flight 
"ruddervator" flutter. The AD, which takes 
effect July 7, covers Raytheon (formerly 
Beech) Model 35, 35R, A35 and B35 Bonan
zas built between 1947 and 1950. 

In the last 11 years, there have been 11 con
firmed reports of in-flight tail surface vibra
tion involving the early model Bonanzas. In 
the most recent cases, flutter broke control 
surface hinges and a tail bulkhead in a prop
erly inspected, well-maintained B35 Bo
nanza. 

"This is a very difficult issue because there 
is no clear-cut cause," said Douglas C. 
Mamair, AOPA Director of Aviation. "The 
only common thread seems to be high speed 
and turbulence." Mamair noted that many 
of the 11 aircraft experiencing flutter had 
properly balanced and rigged ruddervators 
(the combined elevator and rudder unique 
to V-tail aircraft). 

AD 98-13-02 requires installing an instru
ment panel placard restricting the never ex
ceed speed (Vne) to no more than 144 mph 
(125 kts), marking a new red line on the air
speed indicator glass, and inserting a copy 
of the AD in the limitations section of the 
airplane flight manual. 

The AD also applies to Model 35, 35R, A35 
and B35 aircraft even if the tail-strengthen
ing modifications such as a cuff to anchor 
the leading edge of the stabilizer or the so
called "stub-spar" have been voluntarily in
stalled. However, FAA may consider such 
modifications as part of an alternate means 
of compliance to the AD on a case by case 
basis. 

"While a speed restriction isn't the ulti
mate answer, we also recognize that it will 
take some time to find the problem," said 
Mamair. "Raytheon and FAA have exam
ined this issue many times before. There isn't 
any other obvious solution at the moment." 

Macnair noted that both AOPA and the 
American Bonanza Society have examined 
FAAs data. Both agree that a temporary speed 
restriction is appropriate to ensure the safety 
of the early model V-tail Bonanzas. 

On Approach: 1000 
February 28 - March 3,1999 

Radisson Inn 

Bismarck, ND 



ORDER FORM 
NDAC LOGO PRODUCTS 

LEATHER JACKET (S, M, L, XL, XXL) 
Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery (BLACK or BROWN) 

MUNSINGWEAR CHAMBRAY SmRT 
XXL add $3.50 

SUPPLEX WIND SHIRT, FOREST GREEN 
XXL add $3.00, XXXL add $4.00 

COTTON TWILL CAPS 
Dark Green, White, Silver, Khaki 

OUTER BANKS POLOS 50/50 BLEND 
WITH POCKET 
XXL add $2.50 

CIRCLE COLOR AND SIZE 

MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO: 
• NDAC Logo Products 

8523 Briardale Drive 
Bismarck, ND 58504 

$150.00 X _ = __ _ 

$30.00 X = __ _ 

$35.00 X = __ _ 

$7.50 X = __ _ 

$20.00 X = __ _ 
$22.50 X = __ _ 

TOTAL 
TAX (6%) 
TOTAL DUE 

Name ________________________________ _ 

Address ______________________________ _ 

City, State, Zip __________________________ __ 

Phone: _________ _ 

~SA MASTERCARD 
No. _______ Exp. Date: ____ Holders Name _______ _ 



(Chainnan's Corner continued from page 1) 

Some of the winners this year included 
free meals with your registration fee, gen
eral sessions at noon, and the chili feed. 
There was strong support for the Quarterly 
as it is and the new web site. Almost every
one agreed that the Aviation Council should 
be involved in both national and state avia
tion issues. 

High Flight - In the Buff 
It may sound like an interesting new twist 

to the Mile High Club but it comes closer to 
a Walter Mitty story. 

Several members of the Aviation Council 
and the Pilots Association flew to Minot a 
few months ago for some dual instruction 
in the U.S. Air Force B-52 simulator. A pri
vate contractor provides simulator based 
pilot training to all of the B-52 flight crews 
based at the Minot Air Force Base. The total 
crew complement is down to 17 crews and 
because these crews take actual flight train
ing much of the time, the full motion, day / 
night, visual instrument, B-52 simulator is 
under utilized. Six of us got the chance to 
help out those poor "May tag Repairman" 
type sim instructors. 

Eight throttles actually do fit into one 
hand. I had often wondered about that. A 
B-52 will do a beautiful aileron roll but it does 
not land on an aircraft carrier. You will crash 
every time you try it. I promise. 

The B-52 "Buff" held the world record for 
climb rate until the F-15 was built. Roger 
Pfeiffer held the airspeed at 300 knots while 
all eight engines were at military full power. 
The vertical speed indicator was cemented 
to the six thousand foot-per-minute peg. We 
called the simulator console operator to find 
out how fast the real climb rate was. He said, 
"It is at eight thousand seven hundred feet 
per minute and still going up." 

The six of us tried several instrument ap
proaches and visual landings. We did air 
work and even tried mid-air refueling. All 
of us were like giddy teeny-boppers at a 
Spice Girls Concert. We own an enormous 
debt of gratitude to Rudy Debevec and the 
entire simulator staff. It was an unbeliev
able day. I still don't believe I left my log
book back at that house! 

Have a great summer. Do everything you can 
to promote general aviation and I will see all of 
you at the next Symposium. 
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We're Taking 
Advertising! 
The Quarterly is now accepting adver
tising from its subscribers, starting with 
this issue. Rates listed are for a mini
mum of I-year (4 issues) . Sorry, no 
classifieds! 

SIZE 
1/8 page 
1/4 page 
1/2 page 
Full page 

RAIE 
$136.00 
$255.00 
$476.00 
$816.00 

Send your photo/scanner ready copy 
by September 15 to: 
North Dakota Aviation Quarterly 
AdvertiSing 
P.O. Box 5020 
Bismarck, NO 58502 

Make checks payable to: 
NDAC - Advertising 
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